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through the gross malignity of his nature.   Now, I aak you, as a friend and as a man of noble feelings, to send me his letter to you.    It is your duty to do this — and I am sure, upon reflection, you will so regard it. I await your answer impatiently.
Your friend,             E. A, PoE.1
Wilmer probably ill deserved this tirade, since, after Poe's death, he was one of his most faithful defenders. Scandal, however, was busy with Poe's name, and found its way into print in one of the city papers, in an article of which Poe suspected Griswold to be the author. There is some evidence, as will be seen later on, that he visited Saratoga this summer; but the illness of himself and his wife, and the poverty of the family, together with his seemingly uninterrupted employment in Philadelphia, go to discredit the story.
After the fall came, the only information concerning him at this obscure period is derived from hia letters to Lowell: —
•-••'.\                                           PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 19,1843.
: /SJY: DEAR FRIEND,
'ii^t-ij. was upon the point of fulfilling a long neglected r; j1|uty; apd replying to Mr. Carter's letter, enclosing $5, j|;|V^en;; I ^received yours of the 13th, remitting $B more. j?H|^ve me I am sincerely grateful to you both for your |kwdness and consideration. ffi||S^||iiis>g6f your health^-hut Mr. C. speaks of SmMM^^r-a'tl^ 1 -see, by your very MS., that ||p|!^nd mind. I need not say that Esq. MS.
